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USDA hands out $35M for cleantech projects

August 28, 2008
The cash will be used
for renewable energy
systems or to improve
energy efficiency in farm
and business
operations.

The U.S. Department of
Agriculture said today it
awarded $35 million in
grants and loans
guarantees for cleantech
projects across the
country. The awards will
be spread among 639
individuals and businesses
in 43 states and the Virgin
Islands for renewable
energy systems or to
improve energy efficiency
in farm and business
operations.

The grants and loan
guarantees were awarded
through the USDA Rural Development's Section 9006 Renewable Energy
Systems and Energy Efficiency Improvements program.

"America is a world leader in renewable energy and energy efficiency," said
Agriculture Secretary Ed Schafer. "These projects are good for business, good
for the economy, good for jobs, and they help secure more self sufficient
energy resources for our country."

The program provides financial assistance to agricultural producers and rural
small businesses to support renewable energy projects across a wide range of
technologies including biomass, geothermal, hydrogen, solar and wind energy.

The USDA said the program also provides support for energy efficiency
improvements, helping recipients reduce energy consumption and improve
operations. Of the $35 million announced today, $27.5 million is in grants and
$7.4 million is in guaranteed loans.

D.J. Keehner Farms in Iowa and A & L Lawson Partnership in Louisiana are
two of the recipients. D.J. Keehner is getting a $11,561 grant to replace a
propane heating system with a more energy-efficient geothermal system, which
is expected to reduce energy costs by 78 percent.A & L Lawson will receive a
$14,980 grant to purchase and install energy-efficient electric motors to replace
and power a diesel irrigation well, expected to reduce energy consumption by
48 percent.

For a complete list of recipients, click here.
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Editorials
Laura Shenkar
A new market for advanced
water technologies
A triple threat is posing big
investment opportunities for
water technologies,
according to Laura
Shenkar.
Richard MacKellar
Cleantech: Where to invest
and why
While investors must cope
with a hazy crystal ball,
there are value curves to
use as guides when building
technology companies, says
Chrysalix.

Poll
Regarding renewable energy as
an investment category, would a
large drop in oil prices:

 Make renewables much less
attractive

 Have little effect, because there
are other drivers

Recent Comments

"Very good webinar!"

— Dr. Ralf Möller,Max Planck
Institute of Molecular Plant
Physiology, Potsdam,
Germany
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Q-Cells thin-film venture ships first panels
PowerGenix scores supply deal, funding

Would you let anyone you know
fish for their ...
Australian intelligent grid project
lacks oomph
A major collaborative research
venture wants to smarten ...
Freedom Prize takes off
No, not Freedom Fries. It's the
Freedom Prize.Backed by the ...
Every fiber in solar?
The rock to rule the world. It sure is
a sign of the times ...
Who you callin' chicken?
Poor little guys, free ranging about,
waiting for their ...

was very interested by the car
but now they can keep it...
i was very pissed to see that the
canadian website was not ...
Dielectric data has been
Dielectric data has been available
for single crystals of ...
"cost" of solar
The bigger problem is that our
system for financing ...
I  have read that "we" (the
I  have read that "we" (the USA) are
using 25 millino ...
The most abundant elements
The most abundant elements in the
universe are hydrogen and ...
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